Ladies and gentlemen, I will address the criminal aspect of the antiquities trade and attempt to convince all of you why it is important to renew the MOU, which has been an effective deterrent to the illicit trade in Italian antiquities.

Interpol declares on its website that the two nations most affected by art and antiquities crime are Italy and France. Antiquities crime is a huge money making racket worldwide, and while it is impossible to put an exact figure on the annual financial intake in the trade, due to the illicit nature of the business, we can all clearly see that the figure would be phenomenal, by observing the prices for comparable pieces in the legitimate art market. Interpol also declares on the same page of its website that the illicit trade in cultural objects is sustained by the demand from the art market. 

As one of the world's greatest victims of art and antiquities crime, it is obvious why those in Italian law enforcement felt compelled to act.  To hinder the loss of irreplaceable patrimony, the Italian government established the Carabinieri's Tutela Patrimonio Culturale in 1969. This art crimes unit was established in anticipation of the 1970 

UNESCO convention. This accord suggested that the participating governments do all they can to prevent this type of criminal activity by establishing such specialized units, and Italy was the first to do so. The TPC are respected worldwide as the most elite investigators in this field. They go above and beyond normal police duties and have 300 investigators assigned to fight this type of crime. They work 50 hours a week per person for an approximate total of well over 800,000 manpower hours annually. The TPC spends three million euros annually fighting this type of crime. They have recovered more than 450,000 archeological objects in the past thirty years. This is obvious proof that Italy is taking the appropriate action to protect its cultural heritage.

I know about good cops fighting bad crime. I have colleagues that have had their heads stomped by bad guys, that have been bitten by them, stuck with their Hypodermic needles, and in one case an officer even had his teeth knocked out with a brick by a criminal.  There is no difference between my friend who got his teeth knocked out by a criminal and the Carabinieri agent who was injured falling into a tomb at Cerveteri while chasing a criminal. Likewise, there is no difference between a drug dealer and someone who deals in illicit antiquities. There is no difference between a junky who does a smash and grab at the local convenience store and a tombarolo who smashes through the ceiling of an Etruscan tomb and loots priceless artifacts. They are all criminals who commit crimes. Criminals, both petty and sophisticated, will be attracted to any field in which they can make good money.

Organized crime has been utilizing both stolen art and illicit antiquities to launder money earned from the narcotics and illegal arms trades for decades. Art can be utilized in payment for other criminal activities.  Drug dealers buy art with cash, transport the art, and trade it to cover dirty deals.  Besides organized crime, there is a very real link between the trade in illicit antiquities and international terrorism.  Now I am sure that there are those who will scoff at this, but terrorists, like any other group of criminals, go where the money is. 

There is big money in illicit antiquities and terrorists have discovered its fundraising potential. Hezbollah, for example, is involved in many money-making deals, even in the 

United States. Two years ago, in my municipality, we locked up a Hezbollah member who was driving a truckload of pirated cigarettes from point A to point B. Mohammed Atta, the on-scene leader of the 9/11 attacks on our homeland, inquired prior to 2001 in Germany about selling illicit antiquities. He stated that he had a supply of artifacts from Afghanistan that he wanted to sell.

The bottom line is that crime is crime. Money raised from criminal enterprises such as the illegal trade in antiquities not only pads the bad guys' pockets, it also provides blood money for gangsters and terrorists to buy arms that can be used to kill good cops, our heroes in the armed forces and innocent civilians.

It takes an international effort to preserve the world's patrimony. The patrimony of Italy belongs first and foremost to the Italian people, a generous people who are willing to share their artistic wealth with the world through visitors to Italy and through museum loans. The Italians are also a strong-willed people who refuse to let dirty criminals steal their treasures. The illicit antiquities trade is a criminal enterprise, operated by criminals, who are committing crimes against the Italian people. We must renew the MOU.   

