September 8, 2005
Oral presentation by Cindy Ho
 

Good afternoon. As of noon today, the organization SAFE has collected close to 1000 signatures to support the renewal of the US-Italy bilateral agreement. Of these nearly 500 were gathered online, and about 450 were signed in person.
 
As an organization dedicated to public education, we conducted our “Say YES to Italy”
campaign by first providing information. We linked our web pages directly to the Cultural Property website of the State Department and handed out the same material. In other words, we based our campaign on the US government's decision five years ago to grant Italy’s request.
 
I would like to separate the signatures we have gathered into 2 main groups: First, of the 500 who signed online, nearly 100, or 20% chose to include statements elaborating on why the agreement should be renewed. I will read from some of these statements. The complete statements can be found in our binder.
________________
Professor Edward F. Tuttle, of UCLA:
Having studied and taught about Italian civilization, I am appalled that the U.S. should even raise a question about sustaining existence to ignorant pirates who service private greed.
________________
Professor Bernard Frischer, an archaeologist at the University of Virginia:
Non-renewal of the restrictions would send a very negative sign to our scientific
counterparts in Italy and to the Italian cultural authorities. 
 
Dr. Jeff Spurr, Harvard University agreed. 
________________
Professor Eric Hostetterr, Professor of Art History and Archaeology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign:
As an archaeologist I have personally seen the results of looting and illicit sales of
antiquities, both on sites I have excavated in Italy and in research conducted on Italian materials which I have tracked from Italy to US and northern European museums.
 
________________
From Dr. Douglas R. Clark, Executive Director of the American Schools of Oriental
Research:
Maintaining international bi-lateral agreements is one way to ensure that our histories
and cultures are not lost forever. Please support this initiative!

Interestingly, these sentiments were echoed by non-experts.
 
 _______________
Phyllis Halterman, a writer from New York:
I am surprised in a way, to even have to write this letter. Why should we need to discuss
whether or not to do the right thing toward Italy or any other nation. It would be yet another sign of America’s moral decline if we fail to honor Italy and help preserve her extraordinary heritage.
________________
Michael Patterson, also of New York:
It is never the right to time free criminals to continue committing crimes.
________________
From New Hampshire, Marni Blake Walter:
To do otherwise would be a major regression from the last several years’ work and would promote the destruction of cultural knowledge and understanding.
________________
CJ, Cincinnati, Ohio:
The loss of cultural artifacts … may seem material in the eyes of the importers of the antiquities, but these artifacts are a part of the people. They represent their past and who they were as a culture. They define great achievements and great losses that should be honored and remembered by future generations. Without them, the past will disappear and the future will be uncertain.
 
Some of the people who made the statements are experts with personal and specific knowledge about the situation. After all, many people who visit our website already knew something about the issue. What about the majority of the Americans who may not have heard about the MOU, or SAFE? Their opinions are no less important.
 
The only way to know what they think is to go out and ask them. So we did. In New York
City, Westchester, Boston, Sacramento. This makes up our second group of the 450 signatures, collected at random. Four of our volunteers approached people of all ages and backgrounds, told them about the issue and asked if they would sign the appeal. Sometimes they’d read the information and then sign, others asked questions, and a few were already familiar with the issue. Yes, there were some who declined. One person said that she was anti government, another said, with a straight face, that what he just saw at Las Vegas was a much better Venice than the one in Italy, and therefore, we don’t need to keep anything old.
 
In any case, roughly 93% of those who were asked said YES to Italy. We don’t know if they are archaeologists or collectors, if they were interested in ancient cultures. In fact we never asked what they did for a living, or if they belonged to any club, or guild or any other special interest group. These are ordinary citizens who have nothing at stake.
 
Therefore I ask the Committee to consider the results of our campaign not so much as a
numbers game even though we got very good numbers but the conclusion from individual interviews. We found that the more people know about the issue the more they
agree. The public has spoken. A vast majority of America is in favor of the renewal of the
bilateral agreement. Thank you for allowing me to convey to you their collective voice.

